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Tell Mozan, ancient Urkesh — at a glance

Tell Mozan is the site of the ancient
city of Urkesh — which was known from
myth and history, and which our excava-
tions have firmly placed at this location in
northeastern Syria. Its beginnings are as
yet unknown, but they date back to the at
least the early part of the fourth millen-
nium B.C. It was a main center of the
Hurrians, who celebrated it in their myths
as the home of the father of the gods,
Kumarbi. It was also the capital of a king-
dom that controlled the highlands imme-
diately to the north, where the supplies of
copper were located that made the city
wealthy.
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What appears now as a natural hill is
but a city shrouded within its own col-
lapse — fragments of distant moments in
time unpredictably layered and intersect-
ing in the spatial bundle of buildings and
strata. Through our work at this archaeo-
logical site, the hidden connections
among these fragments are yielding, at
Mozan, a coherent picture of the once co-
hesive urban landscape of Urkesh.
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temple of Kumarbi. The re-
mants we have now date to
about 2400 B.C., and we think
we know the name of the king
who built it — Tish-atal, known
to us from two magnificent
bronze lions. Only the founda-
tions of the temple remain to-
day, and they rest atop an arti-
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The temple stood on a vast b el
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terrace: only portions of the
monumental revetment wall
and of the even more monu-
mental staircase have been
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ple Terrace with the
Royal Palace. In years
to come, should such a
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The change in the ancient landscape
was caused by the vertical growth of the
ancient city in the centuries between 2200
and 1400 B.C. Houses came to be built
around the great Temple Terrace, and as
they fell into disrepair new ones were
built on top of the collapse of the old
ones. This continuous layering is visible
In a major cross sec-
tion across the site,
which offers an excel-
lent view into ar-
chaeological “strati-

graphy.”

Below this pro-
gressive accretion, we
are bringing to light
the ancient Royal
Palace. In its present form it dates to a
time slightly later than the Temple, about
2300 B.C. Only the service wing has been
fully excavated, while the formal wing,
where the king lived, extends far under
the later settlement. A large number of
seal impressions have given us a wealth
of historical information about the Hur-
rian dynasty that ruled the city and about
the queens who hailed from the south,
including the daughter of Naram-Sin, the
all powerful king of Akkad who con-
quered the whole of the rest of Syria, but
remained allied to Urkesh.
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A most remarkable structure is a
large and deep stone pit
where the spirits of the
Netherworld were sum-
moned by a medium, capa-
ble to interpret their chirp-
like voices. Awesome be-
cause of the intense reli-
gious meaning it carried, the
structure still has a pro-
found impact on the visitor
because of its monumental-
ity, perfectly well preserved.

One of the unique features of our
project is the way in which we un-
dertake the conservation of the archi-
tecture immediately upon excava-
tion. The fitted tarps reproduce accu-
rately the outline of :
the walls and hence
still convey the per-
ception of architec-
tural spaces and vol-
umes as they once
were. But under these
tarps you can see
mudbrick walls as
they were first exca-
vated years ago! This means that the
visitor can see are the remnants of a
broken tradition, which we must re-
insert in the mainstream of our cul-
tural consciousness. This is true of all
archaeological sites in Syria, but Tell
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Mozan offers a singularly spectacu-
lar example.
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Our excavation strategy is such that a
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at this site, where later
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more ancient levels ex-
cellent. We wish the
coherence of the an-
cient urban texture to

be closely reflected by L) e & OBY Lile
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pedition is not in residence.
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the minutiae of the individual excavation units

to the broader scope of the site as a whole.



