Finding objects

As you look back, you see that
sector A was almost completely
eroded. A wadi streaming down
from the top of the tell, the rain and
the wind removed much of the top-
soil, and then, in years past, stones
that appeared on the surface were
removed to be used in the construc-
tion of the local houses.

But even here we have found
important objects. The beautiful
bearded head was found tucked
away in the remaining corner of the
floor in room A3 (see plan on the
other panel in this room).

One reason we can see the tiniest
of objects, like the small fragment of
the sealing found in this room, is
because of the tents we use to shield
us from the blinding sun.

An it is from tiny fragments of
sealings like the one you see dis-
played here that we recovered the
most important bit of information
about ancient Urkesh — the very
name of the city, and the names of
its kings and queens and their
courtiers.

To your left, in room B2, is where
we found the three small fragments
of an important lexical tablet.
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Matching the fragments

The fragments from which

we assemble our composites

are extremely small —

difficult to find,

and even more difficult to match!

Considering that the original was carved

in the negative and on stone,
one can but wonder
at the skills (and eyesight!)

of the ancient Urkesh seal-cutters...

The physiognomatic details

are remarkable.

Here the fine profile

of the figure pouring

some liquid for the lion

is in marked contrast

with the less than attractive face
of the crown prince...
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This tiny clay head of a
bearded man was found
immediately below the surface,
but it was laying on a small
extant portion of the floor in
room A3. this we can date it to
the same time period as the
Palace, around 2250 B.C.

The same is true of the tablet,
a lexical exercise in Sumerian.
The student who carried it to or
from school dropped it, and its
three fragments were scattered
in different parts of the floor (as
you can tell from the different
colors of the fragments). We can
infer that the Palace housed a
scribal school.
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