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The Urkesh digital project spends a study season in the Fowler
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T

h e s e s e q u e n c e pairsdescribe the
simplified trajectories-chronologi
cal and geographical-of the great discoveries in the articulation and communication of human thought: writing on clay, the
printing press, the computer.
So here we are, in 2002 AD, working on
our Urkesh data from about 2300 BC. We
have long since graduated from clay. Is it
the same for paper? And need we? The fact
that you are reading this on paper would
suggest a negative answer-even though
everything up to the final transfer on paper
was done electronically. The real answer is
not so much technical as it is conceptual.
Do we think paper or digital?
It is in these terms that I haveapproached,
consistently, the question of the publication of our data from ancient Urkesh, modern Tell Mozan, in northeastern Syria. And
this past summer we have concentrated
even more than usual on these questions,

during a study season in the bowels of
Fowler rather than in Mozan itself. From
mid-June to mid-August a portion of our
staff gathered at UCLA to work on our
publications. And we were also able to
present some of our results at an informal
gathering in the Institute: the occasion was
the publication of avolume on conservation
at Urkesh, edited by Sophie Bonetti, the
Director of our Conservation Program, who
was in town for our study season.
This most recent Urkesh volume is published on paper and also electronically on
CD. This is a mirror copy that reproduces
exactly the information given in the book.
But it is not the same as, say, the difference
between soft- and hard-cover editions of
the same book. The electronic version has
many advantages: it contains internal links;
it is searchable; it includes color documentation (not in the paper edition); it does not
take up shelf space, and it can be distributed at practically no cost.
The latter is really a marketing decision:
in our case, the CD sells for $5 (and the
book for $25), with explicit permission
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given for making copies from it. In addition,
it will also be posted on the Urkeshwebsite
for free downloading. There is thus no limit
to effective scholarly dissemination.
A digital edition of this type is by no
means a novelty. In our own case, the first
digital publication goes back to 1987,when
the physical mediumwasa 5 114 inch floppy
disk for a DOS system. The first Windowsbased CD-ROM was a Festschrift in honor
of Lloyd Cotsen and was issued in 2000.
The technical aspect of this digital production is under the most capable supervision
of our graduate student Fanxi Xu.
But what is the conceptual dimension of
such digital publishing? If you lookwell, we
are still solidly within the realm of paper.
The digital version is truly a mirror copy of
the paper edition in that it is conceived as
essentially sequential. Even the links and
search function are conceptually no more
than an extension of footnotes and indices,
however much easier and more efficient.
The real qualitative jump to a more germane use of the electronic medium is when
we detach our mindset from sequentiality

